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Press release no. 39/2021

"EIMA Energy, Biomass and Bioeconomy

Seminar day at EIMA Energy dedicated to bioeconomy models. Presented the CoBrAF project, based on four strategic crops: camelina, hemp, safflower and flax.

As part of the conference activities of the Energy Show at EIMA International, the Italian biomass association ITABIA, in close collaboration with Chimica Verde Bionet and Federcanapa, dedicated the entire day yesterday to the workshop on the theme of circular bioeconomy.
In two separate events, the CoBrAF (Coprodotti da BiorAFfinerie) project was presented, an initiative aimed at promoting the development of sustainable agro-industrial supply chains, from the field to the shelf, financed by the Tuscany RDP.
The project, which lasted three years and was coordinated by Chimica Verde Bionet, proposed and implemented a concrete model of bioeconomy, based on products that can be obtained from four oil crops: camelina, hemp, safflower and flax, which are all characterized by high nutritional and health properties, see polyunsaturated fatty acids and various other metabolites (vitamins, proteins, polyphenols, terpenes, glucosinolates, cannabinoids, lignans, etc.).
To this end, the project envisages the creation of a local technical and logistical platform capable of exploiting the different components of the plant - oil, residual oilcake, straw and in some cases leaves and flowers - with a view to biorefinery. This could provide new market outlets and higher profitability for farmers.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK5][bookmark: OLE_LINK6]In addition, a central theme that has been addressed is that of the agricultural mechanization necessary for the joint harvesting of hemp stems and tops and for the subsequent stages of fiber scutching and retting.
Finally, an overview was presented of the main techniques in use today and some innovative proposals for crop mechanization and the extraction of oils, fats and other active ingredients from the plants covered by the initiative, with the respective costs and benefits for farms and user companies.
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